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DRAFT LAND CLEARING REGULATIONS 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.28 pm]:  I rise to talk about the proposed draft land clearing 
regulations.  The Minister for the Environment finally absorbed the message from me and the farming 
community that the Environmental Protection Authority regulations were draconian and unworkable.  They were 
sent to a working committee made up of representatives of the Conservation Council, the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, the Environmental Defender’s Office, the Department of Agriculture, the 
Pastoralists and Graziers Association and the Western Australian Farmers Federation.  The committee was 
chaired by Hon Ken Travers.  It was reported to me that Hon Ken Travers was a very fair chairman, and I would 
be the first to acknowledge that it would not have been easy with all those personalities in the one room.  The 
committee discussed these draft regulations, which I have been totally against from the beginning, as the 
Minister for Agriculture knows.  The committee tried to come up with some sort of consensus.  I found the 
process used by the Minister for the Environment was flawed by the fact that individual farmers were not 
involved and therefore were uninformed and ignorant of these draconian regulations.  I believe that is what the 
minister intends again.  I was so aggrieved that I launched a media campaign and sent out hundreds of copies to 
farmers all over the State.  There are around 14 000 farmers in this State.  Obviously, all 14 000 did not receive 
one of my packages, but many of them did.  The farmers themselves, together with their peak bodies - the 
Western Australian Farmers Federation and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association - and I forced the Minister 
for the Environment to take another look at these regulations.  Another set of regulations came out with only six 
very minor changes, and they were not acceptable to the farming community or anyone else.  Another media 
campaign was launched and I sent out another set of regulations to every farmer who phoned me.  Once again, it 
was in the hundreds.  I believe I was doing the Government’s job for it - something it was very neglectful about.  
The Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has been hiding somewhat behind the Minister for the 
Environment’s skirts on this one.  That is pretty hard to imagine, but that is what he has been doing. 

Hon Kim Chance:  What an outrageous proposition! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, the minister has.  The minister even told me that he could not see anything 
wrong with these regulations.  They are terrible regulations. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I thought the draft 14 regulations were reasonable. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  If that is the case, the minister needs to get out to the farming community to see 
what the real world is about. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I made that statement based on my contact with the farming community. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister and I obviously talked to a different set of farmers.  I talked to a 
great many of them, more so than the minister did. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Yes, but I told them what was actually in the regulations. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  So did I.  I sent them the minister’s regulations.  They would then phone me and 
go absolutely crazy that some idiot in the Department of Environmental Protection could come up with 
something so pathetic.  I am scared for the farming community at present.  These regulations must be fixed 
before they are brought into Parliament.  I am pleased that the Minister for the Environment was made to 
recognise this, hence the committee so ably chaired by Hon Ken Travers. 

Hon Ken Travers:  I heard the member speaking.  I came in to listen to the debate. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I know that.  That is why I said it.  The PGA had a meeting in Mt Barker and 300 
farmers whom Hon Kim Chance must not have spoken to came to that meeting.  I was quite sneaky - I managed 
to get five minutes to address these farmers. 

Hon Kim Chance:  As you should have. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  I told the minister how she could fix the problem.  If farmers are to have the 
freedom to work their land for productive economic use, they must have flexibility.  Prescriptive rules do not 
belong in everyday farming practice.  The one-hectare rule that exists under the Soil and Land Conservation 
Regulations - the Minister for the Environment’s people did not think existed, but it does exist, and there has 
been a long-running argument in the Countryman about it between the Minister for the Environment and me - 
has never been abused, according to the Deputy Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation, and it does give 
flexibility.  I have said all along that this is not about land clearing; it is about commonsense.  The Government 
needs to recognise a rule such as this and incorporate it into the regulations so that half those prescriptive 
regulations disappear.  If the minister brought in the one-hectare rule that does not exist - but it does exist - half 
the regulations would go, which would make a lot of sense. 
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Hon Kim Chance:  I am inclined to agree with that proposition. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  We need to find a way to do that.  Many people have left trees that have not been 
propagated; they are not in plantation form; they are beautiful jarrah trees that have been left for superannuation 
purposes.  Farmers have telephoned me and asked what they are to do now.  Under the EPA they cannot remove 
those trees.  We really need to look at that again.  What about the farmer who wants to clear some jarrah to build 
his house?  He cannot do it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  He can with a permit. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister had better read the Act again. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is not the Environmental Protection Act; it is the Wildlife Conservation Act.  That is 
why you are confused.  A different Act governs that. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am getting into that.  I am not confused at all.  The one great concern that I have 
at the moment - I have been saying this all along but it has not been picked up by the Government - relates to the 
small timber mills.  Guys are ringing me all the time, and I spoke to Hon Ken Travers about this yesterday.  
About 20 small timber mills employ a few people who do not get CALM contracts, and they depend on private 
timber.  I am not confused.  They actually depend on private timber. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I agree. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  If they can no longer go onto a property and obtain wood from the farmer, how 
will they operate?  The minister will have to tell me, because these people are really concerned.  I now refer to 
the fine wood furniture industry.  The regulations say that woodworkers and craft workers can get wood off only 
their own property, but a lot of them do not have their own properties; they depend on private property for their 
wood. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Rather than interject, I will provide a written answer. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister needs to. 

Hon Kim Chance:  But the answer lies in the Wildlife Conservation Act. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I know that.  I am getting to that.  The timber millers are phoning my office all 
the time and I tell them that they need from CALM an exemption under section 23D of the Wildlife 
Conservation Act, but they are still unaware that they need these licences.  A bloke rang me the other day and 
said he has been trying to contact Judy Edwards’ office for 12 months and no-one has rung him back.  I rang him 
and told him what he needed.  He said the Government - I will not say what he said. 

Hon Kim Chance:  The Wildlife Conservation Act has been there for years. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I know it has, but it has not been publicised widely enough.  I have explained that 
the exemption will cost them $25 and they can have multi-listings for private property on the one licence.  I have 
explained that the farmer must sign the back of it and that the farmer must also get a $25 licence if the wood is to 
leave his property.  Can the minister tell me how these people will remain viable if they cannot get the wood off 
private property?  These licences will be useless because the Act says they cannot remove any native vegetation, 
and most of the wood used in sawmills is native vegetation. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is permitted under the Wildlife Conservation Act. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  They can get that permit. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a defence against the provisions of the EP Act, but I will provide all this information. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  If a person cannot remove anything between nought and 10 hectares under the EP 
Act, he will have to pay $50 for someone to tell him that he can and then go to CALM and get a $25 licence.  
This Government is using a very confusing mechanism.  It does not make sense. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I agree people will be confused.  I will provide that for the member in writing. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is no good providing it to me.  The minister should get out there and provide it 
to the small timber millers who are absolutely stressed out. 

Hon Kim Chance:  They have not called the forestry minister. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, they have called me because they know I am the one out telling it as it is.  In 
Manjimup the Government knows where the resource is and it cannot get its act together with the furniture 
industry, but that is another story.  The minister must think about those small timber millers.  There are more 
than 20 of them.  The minister needs to get together with them and talk. 
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Many regulations concern me, but I do not have time to go into them now.  The Minister for the Environment 
has listened and I hope that Hon Ken Travers comes up with a proposal that will allow flexibility with this one-
hectare ruling.  This is the time not to pander to green groups but a time to work together.  Labor and Liberal 
must work together to achieve a workable outcome.  Farmers have put millions of dollars into our economy and 
that needs to continue.  I look forward to seeing the next draft and hope that it is something we can work with.  I 
noticed that the minister was going to put out this draft to only peak bodies.  Again, I will be doing the 
Government’s job.  This is not fair on the farmers.  The draft should be given to every individual farmer - there 
are 14 000 of them.  The Government should send a package to each and every one of them.  I have done my bit, 
now it is the minister’s turn. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It should at least go on the web site. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  A lot of farmers do not have access to a web site.  These regulations might have 
slipped through.  I would hate to think that the minister would have whacked them through this place and 
nobody would have picked them up, because they were absolutely pathetic. 
 


